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Context
Citizens around the world currently express strong 
concerns about environmental problems such as 
deforestation, loss of biodiversity, exploitation of 
natural resources, and climate change, among others. 
Although these difficulties correspond to many factors, 
food production has a high share of responsibility in the 
various stages, ranging from production to distribution, 
consumption, and waste generation (Sala et al., 2017). 
This scenario has been considered by the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) and the Paris Agreement 
and, beyond these macro agreements, environmental 
problems have awakened the conscience of citizens, 
giving rise to the so-called socially responsible 
consumption.
To respond to this new consumer demand, many 
organizations from the food sector have moved 
toward supporting the sustainable intensification of 
cattle production, an approach that seeks to increase 
productivity while generating ecosystem services such 
as diminishing greenhouse gas emissions, improving 
soil quality, and decreasing sedimentation and erosion, 
among others. As a way to show their commitment to 
this approach, the involved actors promote sustainability 
labels, which offer consumers the opportunity to take 
environmental and ethical attributes into consideration 
when choosing their products. 
Rather than talking about the transition from quality labels to 
sustainability labels, a scenario is observed in which overcoming 
environmental problems is not understood as a priority but as 
an added value parallel to productivity increases.
The dissimilar advances in labeling efforts for sustainable 
beef products stand out: the initiatives correspond mainly to 
large producers and exporters in the region, exposing lags in 
the Central American and Caribbean countries.
Sustainability labeling is just one among many other 
strategies in pursuit of sustainable intensification. 
Consequently, it must be understood in a broader setting 
and articulated with public policies, legislation, and national 
and local initiatives, among others.
KEY MESSAGES
The objective of this policy brief is to identify and 
analyze the current status and recent developments of 
sustainability labels for beef products in Latin America 
and the Caribbean (LAC) with the aim of understanding 
the measures adopted by the sector to respond to the 
demand of citizens regarding environmental, social, and 
economic issues that come along with the sustainable 
intensification of the sector.
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Data collection and 
methodological 
approach
This study corresponds to a review based on a 
qualitative-descriptive approach. For data collection, 
we turned to both primary and secondary data 
sources. First, a semi-structured interview was 
designed for and applied to the representatives of 
entities promoting sustainability labels for the cattle 
sector. The process was divided into several stages: 
(1) identifying the key people for the interviews, 
(2) contacting them through institutional emails 
and interview requests, and (3) interviewing them 
through Microsoft Teams. The interviews had an 
average duration of approximately 15 to 20 minutes. 
In total, 13 people were interviewed. Second, three 
types of secondary data sources were prioritized: (1) 
scientific articles, (2) documents from international 
organizations, and (3) information published by the 
entities that promote sustainability labels for the 




Different quality seals for beef have been developed 
and applied in LAC during the previous decades. 
Among these, Certified Angus Beef stands out in 
Argentina and Organic SAGARPA in Mexico. In recent 
years, however, labels have emerged that go beyond 
the intrinsic qualities of the product and focus on 
sustainability. Sustainability labeling in the region is 
presented in multiple ways based on differences such 
as the time it took to develop it, the objectives, the 
involved entities, and the type of certification (Figure 
1). In relation to the first item, consolidated labels 
stand out, such as Carne del Pastizal, promoted since 
2010 by the Alianza del Pastizal, an initiative of BirdLife 
International that seeks to protect the grasslands of 
the Southern Cone of South America and involves 
the institutions Aves Argentinas, SAVE Brasil, Guyra 
Paraguay, and Aves Uruguay.
Likewise, the panorama shows initiatives with different 
purposes. In this regard, it is worth mentioning the 
These long-standing labels are joined by other 
more recent ones and those that are still under 
development. One of the more recent ones is Carbon 
Neutral Meat, promoted since 2021 in Uruguay by the 
Breeders and Packers slaughterhouse in association 
with the Montes del Plata forestry company. The 
certification is initially intended for 200 producers, 
but it is expected to be extended over time to cattle 
producers who implement afforestation systems. 
Likewise, the Argentine certification entity Liaf Control 
is currently promoting the Grass Fed label, with the 
objective to certify cattle fed solely with pastures. 
For its part, Colombia offers a case of interest for the 
region because of the diversity of the sustainability 
labeling initiatives that are underway.
Regarding this panorama, several aspects should be 
highlighted. First, the academic literature for the region 





















Figure 1. Categorization of sustainability labels.
Never Ever 3 seal, promoted since 2014 by the National 
Meat Institute of Uruguay (INAC), which certifies that 
cattle have never received, under any circumstances 
throughout their lives, antibiotics, hormones, or 
proteins of animal origin. Also having an animal welfare 
objective is the Certified Humane label, which has been 
promoted in the United States since 1998 by Humane 
Farm Animal Care and was introduced in Latin America 
in 2008 through the Certified Humane Institute. Its 
objective is to guarantee to consumers that foods such 
as beef were produced respecting animal welfare from 
birth to slaughter. The companies certified so far are 
Florestal Agropecuária LAR Ltda. (Brazil) and Ingleby 
Farms (Uruguay).
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more sustainable production models that consider climate change adaptation and mitigation, such as silvo-pastoral 
systems (Murgueitio et al., 2015). The development of sustainability labels has, however, happened in parallel to 
the development of quality labels. Rather than talking about a transition from one to the other, a scenario appears 
in which sustainability is considered an added value, but not necessarily a priority. Similarly, it is worth revising 
the objectives of the labels. One of the most recurrent ones is carbon neutrality, used in the labels Carbon Neutral 
Brazilian Beef in Brazil and Carne Carbono Neutro still under development in Uruguay. Animal welfare is another 
common purpose, expressed in the Never Ever 3 and Certified Humane labels. In contrast, more social criteria, 
such as fair payment to producers, optimal working conditions, and human and childhood rights, do not occupy 
the foreground in the identified labels, except for the Angus Sustainability label of Brazil. This does not mean, 
however, that the promoting entities are unaware of such aspects or ignore them in their processes, but rather that 
they are subordinate to the other attributes. Another characteristic of the seals at the regional level is the absence 
of a triggering or articulating factor: the initiatives have taken place spontaneously and gradually in the different 
settings, but they lack an institution or mechanism that facilitates feedback.
Figure 2 and Table 1 present the developments and characteristics of the different labels in the region.
Figure 2. Historical development of sustainability labels in Latin America.



























-Sello de Ganadería Sostenible
-Sello Ambiental Colombiano 
Colombia
Table 1. Characteristics of sustainability seals.
Name Entity Type of entity Certifying body What the label promises
Argentina
Grass Fed
Liaf Control Private Independent entities (not defined)
Cattle feeding with pasture systems: 
rational Voisin grazing, rotational grazing
Bolivia
Bolivian Natural Beef Federation of Cattlemen of 
Santa Cruz (FEGASACRUZ)
Government of Bolivia
Private and public FEGASACRUZ Sustainable, natural, and  socially inclusive products
Brazil
Carbon Neutral Brazilian Beef; 
Carne Carbono Neutro
Brazilian Agricultural Research 
Corporation (Embrapa) Public
Public or private 
organizations at the 
municipal, state, or 
federal level
Beef production under silvo-pastoral 
and agroforestry systems, ensuring 
the neutralization of greenhouse gas 
emissions
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Name Entity Type of entity Certifying body What the label promises
Brazil
Angus Sustentabilidade Brazilian Angus Association 
(Asociación Brasileña de 
Angus)
Private TÜV Rheinland
Good practices in sustainability, 
traceability, social responsibility, health, 
animal welfare, and biosecurity in the 
production of Angus cattle
Uruguay
Never Ever 3
National Meat Institute of 
Uruguay (INAC) Public
Entities endorsed by 
INAC (Latu Sistemas, 
SGS Uruguay, and 
Certicarnes)
Prohibition of the use of antibiotics, 
hormones, or proteins of animal origin 
throughout the cattle production lifecycle
Carne Carbono Neutralidad
*Under development
Montes del Plata and 
Breeders and Packers 
Uruguay
Private Independent entities (Deloitte, Control Union) Carbon neutrality from forest plantations
International labels
Certified Humane Ingleby Farms (Uruguay) and 
Florestal Agropecuária LAR 
Ltda. (Brazil)
International organization Certified Humane Latino Animal welfare from birth to slaughter
Carne del Pastizal
Alianza del Pastizal Regional initiative Carne del Pastizal Ltda. Conservation of grasslands, biodiversity, and nature
Brazil and Uruguay: 
regional benchmarks
In Brazil and Uruguay, a variety of sustainability labels 
are available or being developed. This is an indicator 
for the opening of national and international markets, 
one of the objectives of sustainability labels. The 
Carne del Pastizal, Certified Humane, and Never Ever 
3 labels, for example, export certified beef to Europe 
and China, while the Carbon Neutral Brazilian Beef 
and Angus Sustainability labels aim for the national 
market. Another relevant aspect is the reliability of the 
certifying institutions. Inspections by internationally 
recognized entities such as TÜV Rheinland, Deloitte, 
and Certified Humane ensure that the labels deliver 
on their promised purpose. Therefore, these labels 
are displayed not only for the benefit of the involved 
companies but also for beef consumers and the 
cattle sector as a whole in the search for sustainable 
intensification.
On the other hand, it should be noted that, although 
Brazil and Uruguay are regional benchmarks in the 
development of these types of labels, their contexts 
are clearly different. In Brazil, because of its territorial 
extension, markedly different productive approaches 
are presented. In the south (along the border with 
Uruguay), cattle raised on pastures stand out, whereas, 
Sustainability labels  
in Colombia
Since 2020, a set of sustainable labeling initiatives for 
beef have been developed in Colombia with different 
objectives, such as the Sello de Ganadería Sostenible 
(Sustainable Beef Label), Aval Ganso, Colombian Beef 
Grass-Fed CO, and the Sello Ambiental Colombiano 
(Colombian Environmental Seal) (Table 2). In relation 
to this panorama, the first aspect to highlight is the 
in the central area, the feedlot system still prevails, 
generating large amounts of manure and urine 
that can contaminate soil and water, among other 
environmental effects. In 2019, emissions from the 
agricultural sector reached 598.7 million tons of CO2, 
with enteric fermentation responsible for 61.1% of 
this amount (Observatório do Clima, 2020). Uruguay, 
a much smaller country, is characterized by a large 
area of native pastures. Other attributes of production 
systems are added to these advantages, such as the 
use of computer platforms and a sophisticated and 
consolidated traceability system that can be used in 
the future in matters such as carbon measurements. 
Consequently, Uruguay has ideal conditions for 
sustainable beef production, which explains its 
leadership in the development of sustainability labels.
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Table 2. Characteristics of sustainability labels in Colombia.
Name Entity Type of entity Certifying body What the label promises
Aval Ganso Climate Focus












FEDEGÁN-FEP Natural production and  pasture-based animal feeding
Sello de Ganadería 
Sostenible Asociación Angus y 
Brangus Private Asociación Angus y Brangus
Ecosystem conservation, carbon footprint reduction, 





Independent institution accredited 
by the National Accreditation Body of 
Colombia (ONAC)
Four pillars: (1) environmental responsibility,  
(2) cattle production practices in harmony with the 
environment, (3) good animal husbandry practices, 
(4) responsibility to employees
situation of the COVID-19 pandemic, which coincided 
with the emergence of the labels. This situation is 
fundamental, since it generated difficulties in the 
import and export of food and agricultural inputs, 
while decreasing demand because of factors such as 
lower economic capacity and even fear of contagion by 
consumers (Burkart et al., 2020; Ramírez et al., 2021). 
It is evident, however, that the labels have fulfilled 
the commercial purpose of opening markets, mainly 
internal.
At the same time, the certification processes are one 
of the challenges to be overcome by the different 
initiatives since no international entities have 
been linked that can provide more confidence to 
consumers. Also noteworthy is the amplitude of the 
promises offered by the labels, a situation that can 
be interpreted ambivalently: on the one hand, they 
are comprehensive, including environmental factors, 
animal welfare, social responsibility, and others; on the 
other hand, the lack of a clear focus could result in a 
superficial treatment of all these items. Consequently, 
a scenario is evident in which, although labeling 
strategies are still incipient, they gradually begin to 
become consolidated, a circumstance that in the future 
will have an impact in terms of sustainability and the 
opening of new internal and external markets.
Lessons learned
The accumulation of the aforementioned aspects shows 
a complex panorama. On the one hand, obstacles 
related to producers are identified, such as their 
reluctance to join or remain in sustainability labeling 
initiatives. This situation, although worrisome, can 
change gradually through the socialization of successful 
experiences. However, major challenges exist, such as 
the evaluation of the carbon balance, afforestation, 
and animal welfare, among other factors, which require 
rigorous technical monitoring. This complexity explains 
the rejection by many producers of the certification 
processes, especially if they consider that the efforts 
are not necessarily reflected in an economic benefit. In 
turn, the circumstances of the context are presented, 
highlighting the COVID-19 pandemic, whose effects 
in terms of prices, consumption, and other variables 
continue to affect the performance of the beef value 
chain to such an extent that they will reshape the sector 
(Burkart et al., 2020). Finally, it is important to note that, 
despite these difficulties, sustainability labeling in the 
region is showing a growth trend.
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Policy recommendations
The main recommendation is that state institutions 
should play a more active role in the development 
and monitoring of sustainability labels in each of the 
countries. It is also essential to establish channels 
of dialogue between producers and feedback 
mechanisms that allow identifying common successes 
and difficulties. Private entities should carry out an 
adequate distribution of obtained price premiums 
throughout the production chain, since often they 
do not reach the primary producers. In the particular 
cases of Mexico and Argentina, it is necessary to rapidly 
advance the implementation of sustainability labels 
in order to not lag behind their competitors (such as 
Brazil and Uruguay), a circumstance that also applies 
to the countries of Central America and the Caribbean. 
In Colombia, it is essential to get international entities 
involved in the monitoring of the labels.
